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Abstract: Most remarriages in mainstream U.S. society occur after divorce; however, remarriages in the
Amish community happen only after a spouse's death. Although Amish remarriages are understudied,
existing research suggests important patterns related to procreation and spousal support. This study
examines remarriage patterns in two Amish communities, focusing on gender differences in the likelihood
of remarriage, the formation of blended families, the average time to remarry, and remarriage patterns
among families with school-aged children at home. Using data from the Daviess-Martin County Amish
directory and the Minnesota Amish directory, we find that men are more likely than women to remarry, and
that younger individuals are more likely to remarry than older ones. However, the differences that emerge
between the communities suggest that marriages for family formation may be more common among
Minnesota families. The remarriage patterns in these two communities reflect broader U.S. gender trends
but also emphasize family formation and companionship marriages as central to remarriage among Amish
widows and widowers. Although the overall number of remarriages after spousal death is relatively small,
the current findings highlight the need for additional research on how affiliation might affect Amish
remarriage patterns more broadly.
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Introduction
M any demographic studies of the Amish examine basic patterns of family formation,
including age at first marriage, time between marriage and childbirth, and the number of
children in each family (Donnermeyer, 2023b, 2023a; Greksa, 2002, 2021; Meyers, 2022; Stein et
al., 2021; Troyer, 2022). These studies are important and highlight the growth of the Amish
community, which is consistent across settlements (Colyer et al., 2017; Donnermeyer, 2015).
However, there are fewer empirical studies on remarriage patterns among the Amish (Beachy,
2021; Johnson-Weiner, 2020). Remarriage within the Amish community is somewhat limited, as
most remarriages happen only after the death of a spouse. Even so, remarriage statistics can reveal
important gender and family formation patterns, as noted in broader studies of marriage in the
U.S.
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Unlike the Amish community, where the focus is on widowers and widows' remarriage,
marriages in the broader U.S. population more often end in divorce than by the death of a spouse.
As such, much of the research on remarriage in U.S. society focuses on marriages that take place
after divorce. Even so, the statistics reveal gender differences in remarriage rates. Westrick-Payne
(2023) indicates that the overall remarriage rate in the U.S. is declining. Despite this decline, men
in the U.S. are still more likely than women to remarry. In a study based on the Decennial Census
and the American Community Survey, Livingston (2014) finds that 64 percent of divorced or
widowed men remarry, compared to 52 percent of divorced or widowed women. While most
research does not distinguish between divorce and the death of a spouse before remarriage, Sweeny
(2010) notes that, on average, 12 percent of men and five percent of women remarry after their
spouse's death.

In addition to gender differences, the U.S. remarriage rate also varies by age. People aged 18
to 29 have the highest remarriage rate, while those aged 75 or older have the lowest (Westrick-
Payne, 2023). Santos et al. (2024) report that the average time between divorce and remarriage for
U.S. adults is about four years. The high rate of divorce in mainstream U.S. society also creates
opportunities for multiple remarriages. Livingston (2014) states that eight percent of adults have
married three or more times. In contrast, it is mostly unheard of for people in the Amish community
to get divorced. However, Amish people can remarry when a spouse dies.

Amish communities prioritize family and are generally known for their large families (Colyer
et al., 2017; Ericksen et al., 1979; Kraybill et al., 2013); however, little is known about remarriage
patterns following a spouse’s death. Empirical research on remarriage patterns and resulting family
structures within the Amish community is limited. The current study explores remarriage patterns
among individuals listed in the 2019 Daviess-Martin County Directory and the 2022 Minnesota
Amish Directory. It considers whether widowers or widows are more likely to remarry and how
blended families form. We examine the time it takes to remarry and whether remarried spouses
have school-aged children. Additionally, we explore whether women of childbearing age have
children born to them in their second marriage. We examine these questions across two religiously
and culturally conservative Amish groups and note differences between them.

Gender Roles and Marriage in Amish Communities

Demographic studies of the Amish primarily focus on marriage patterns among first marriages;
however, they also highlight important family structures within the Amish community.
Researchers consistently find that Amish women typically marry in their early 20s (Donnermeyer,
2023a, 2023b; Ericksen et al., 1979; Greksa, 2002; Hostetler, 1993; Hurd, 2011; Meyers, 2022).
Men tend to be slightly older than women when they marry, but are generally in their early to mid-
20s (Donnermeyer, 2023a; Ericksen et al., 1979; Meyers, 2022). The marriage age for men and
women remains relatively consistent across settlements and affiliations; however, Donnermeyer
(2023b) notes that Amish in the Swiss settlements in Michigan tend to marry at slightly younger
ages than those in other settlements.
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Marriage patterns in Amish communities are linked to gender roles. One of the most defining
features of Amish society, besides their clothing and limited use of mainstream technology, is their
clear gender roles. These roles are shaped by tradition, religion, and community expectations.
Gender roles are grounded in Biblical principles, especially in New Testament passages that
emphasize Gelassenheit, including submission, humility, and service (Kraybill, 2001). These
beliefs are reflected in the Ordnung, which are unwritten but widely understood rules that
govern daily behavior, dress, and social expectations within each community (Johnson-
Weiner, 2020; Kraybill, 2001; Kraybill et al., 2013).

Amish men are considered the heads of their households and hold leadership roles within both
the family and the wider community (Kraybill, 2001; Kraybill et al., 2013). Their main
responsibility is to provide for their family, ensuring their family’s material and spiritual needs are
met. Amish men often perform physically demanding work related to agriculture, woodworking,
carpentry, and other trades (Johnson-Weiner, 2020; Kreps et al., 1994). They may also serve as
ministers, bishops, or deacons within the church, positions that carry significant responsibilities
(Johnson-Weiner, 2020; Kraybill, 2001).

Women’s roles in Amish communities are equally important, though their primary domain is
the home and family (Kraybill et al., 2013; Stavisky, 2022). Women are responsible for managing
household tasks such as cooking, cleaning, sewing, gardening, and caring for children. They play
a central role in maintaining Amish culture by passing down values, providing home-based
education, and preserving traditions across generations. In addition to homemaking, Amish women
support the family’s economic well-being by tending gardens, preserving food, making clothing,
and sometimes engaging in small home-based businesses, such as selling baked goods, crafts, or
quilts. Their work is essential to household economies and to strengthening community bonds
(Kraybill, 2001; Kraybill et al., 2013; Stavisky, 2022).

Socialization into gendered expectations begins early among Amish people and influences
daily life and the transition to adulthood (Johnson-Weiner, 2020; Kraybill et al., 2013). In this
context, Amish marriage is not necessarily seen as a romantic relationship but as an agreement
grounded in religious or moral principles that unites individuals through shared commitments,
values, and responsibilities (Stavisky, 2022). While couples avoid public displays of affection,
Kraybill et al. (2013) note that spouses express affection and appreciation for one another in the
privacy of the home. Understanding the gender roles associated with marital patterns provides a
clearer picture of the Amish.

Marriage and Family Life

Amish marriages, as portrayed in Judy Stavisky’s In Plain View: The Daily Lives of Amish Women
(2022), are deeply tied to community routines and shaped by women who maintain tradition
through daily actions. Like most insights into Amish marriages, Stavisky focuses on first marriages
within the community. Although remarriages are more common among older adults, the traditions
outlined below highlight important gender roles that continue across later marriages. Stavisky’s
firsthand observations, collected over ten years of driving, shopping, and speaking with Amish
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women in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, show that marriage is less about romance and more
about a community-based promise grounded in faith, practicality, and shared work.

Courtship among the Amish often begins subtly, with young people meeting at Sunday evening
singings, and progresses through private, family-centered interactions (Kraybill et al., 2013;
Stavisky, 2022). Stevick (2014) notes that teens often feel excited about the idea of courtship, even
while feeling pressure to join the church and get married. Kraybill et al. (2013) state that males
always lead courtship practices (Kraybill, 2001; Stevick, 2014). Engagements remain discreet until
they are officially announced in church, reflecting the community’s value of humility and restraint
(Johnson-Weiner, 2020).

Stavisky (2022) highlights how Amish women prepare for marriage by planning a wedding
and developing the skills and relationships needed to support a household. From selecting dress
fabric to organizing meals for hundreds of guests, the process is collaborative and passed down
through generations, with mothers, sisters, and neighbors offering their time and expertise
(Stavisky, 2022). The wedding itself, held at the bride’s home, is characterized by simplicity and
spiritual focus, featuring long sermons, communal singing, and a shared meal rather than an
elaborate event like in mainstream society (Stevick, 2014). Through these customs, Amish
marriages uphold the values of Gelassenheit and mutual support, with women playing a central
role in uniting family, faith, and community (Johnson-Weiner, 2020; Kraybill et al., 2013).

Overall, marriage is considered a sacred covenant among the Amish, and family life is
organized to uphold community values and gender roles. Men are expected to serve as spiritual
leaders in the home, guiding family prayer and worship. Women are viewed as nurturers who
support their husbands and raise children according to Amish teachings (Johnson-Weiner, 2020).
Kraybill et al. (2013) note that while outsiders might see marriages through the lens of strict
patriarchy, Amish people are more likely to see marriage as a partnership based on Biblical
principles. Once married, couples assume their respective roles with clear expectations about their
duties. Marriage marks the formation of the family, where children born to the couple will carry
on the next generation of the Amish community (Stevick, 2014). Most married couples have their
first child within the first two years of marriage (Donnermeyer, 2023a, 2023b; Hurd, 2011),
consistent with the belief that parenting is a God-given task (Johnson-Weiner, 2020).

Amish groups are generally classified as natural fertility groups (Greksa, 2021; Troyer, 2022)
and rarely use birth control (Ericksen et al., 1979; Greksa, 2002; Hewner, 1998; Hurd, 2011).
Recent research indicates that, although birth control has become more common in some Amish
communities over the past few decades (Greksa, 2021), conservative groups are unlikely to use
such methods to limit family size (Kraybill et al., 2013; Troyer, 2022). Large families are typical,
and child-rearing is seen as a shared responsibility, although women usually oversee the daily care
of young children (Hurst & McConnell, 2010; Nolt, 2016). Reproductive expectations are most
prominent among conservative groups (Hurst & McConnell, 2010; Kraybill et al., 2013; Troyer,
2022). Troyer (2022) notes that the most conservative Amish groups, including those in the
Swartzentruber affiliations, have the highest fertility rates. In his study of the Elkhart-LaGrange
settlement, Meyers (2022) also finds that more conservative groups tend to have larger families.
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Remarriage Patterns

The focus on families and having children suggests that remarriage patterns might be influenced
by pressures to raise and continue having children. Widower remarriages usually fall into two
categories: companion marriages, in which the second wife is about the same age as the husband
and helps manage the household, or family formation marriages, where the second wife is younger
than the husband, and the aim is to start or continue having children (Johnson-Weiner, 2020). The
expectations for men and women, however, differ. While widowers are more likely to remarry for
childcare or reproduction, widows often move back in with their parents or other relatives for
social support (Johnson-Weiner, 2020).

Donnermeyer (2023a) highlights Smith’s (1960) study of the Lancaster Amish, in which Smith
found that almost 99% of widowers remarried, while less than half of widows did. Although his
findings are less striking, Beachy (2021) also reports that widowers are more likely to remarry
than widows. Using the 2019 Amish Mennonite directory and the 2015 Lancaster County
directory, Beachy notes that over 30% of widowers remarried, with most of these second marriages
involving women who were previously unwed. In comparison, less than 10% of widows remarried.
Johnson-Weiner (2020) notes that widowers have more options for marriage since there are more
women than men in the Amish community. When men remarry, they are likely to marry women
without children and tend to be hesitant about taking on step-children (Beachy, 2021).

While childcare and procreation may influence remarriage, Beachy (2021) and Seifter et al.
(2014) emphasize the social support available to the bereaved spouse after death. These researchers
note that the deceased spouse provided support that children or other family members cannot
replicate. Therefore, finding support from another adult partner can be important for the surviving
spouse. The typical mourning period for a bereaved Amish spouse is one year (Johnson-Weiner,
2020); however, the number of children in the home can influence remarriage patterns. Beachy
(2021) finds that surviving spouses with more children tend to remarry sooner.

Despite Beachy’s (2021) important contributions, research on remarriage patterns among the
Amish remains limited. Beachy (2021) focuses on the Old Order Amish in Lancaster and Amish
Mennonite groups. The study contributes to understanding remarriage patterns, particularly when
compared with Smith’s classic 1960 study of the Lancaster Amish (Donnermeyer, 2025).
However, neither of these studies considers remarriage in more conservative Amish groups. In her
study of remarriage patterns, Johnson-Weiner (2020) reports on conservative Amish groups in
New York; however, the research employs a qualitative approach. In a quantitative analysis of
bereavement effects and remarriage, Seifter et al. (2014) include over 10,000 Amish couples but
do not distinguish between affiliations across Amish who live in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana.
The current research adds to the literature by quantitatively examining remarriage patterns in two
traditionally conservative Amish groups.
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Data and Methods

We used family records from two Amish directories, the 2019 Daviess-Martin County Directory
and the 2022 Minnesota Amish Directory, to examine remarriage patterns. The families listed in
these directories come from conservative groups characterized by large families. These groups
practice strict shunning when an individual is excommunicated and are conservative in their dress
and use of technology (Meyers, 2022; Scott, 2009). The Daviess-Martin directory provides details
about families living in 28 church districts, most of which are large, with over 30 families each.
Scott (2009) states that the Amish, from Swiss and Pennsylvania German backgrounds, established
the Daviess-Martin settlement. Meyers and Nolt (2005) identify the Daviess-Martin community as
Old Order Amish. The settlement was originally established by families from the Allen County
Swiss Amish, later joined by others from Ohio, Ontario, and Missouri (Meyers & Nolt, 2005). The
second group to move to Daviess-Martin was mainly from Allen County and identified as Swiss
Amish. As a result, the Daviess-Martin community has Swiss origins, but now includes a mix of
Swiss Amish and Amish from other Old Order groups (Donnermeyer, 2025). Generally, Swiss
Amish are more conservative than other Old Order groups regarding shunning practices, dress,
technology, and innovation. However, the presence of Old Order groups within the Daviess-Martin
settlement suggests that this community is more progressive than other Swiss settlements, as Old
Order groups tend to take a more moderate stance on shunning, dress, and technology (Scott,
2009).

Many of the settlements listed in the Minnesota Amish Directory are affiliated with
conservative groups. The directory includes 22 settlements, each with an average of four church
districts. The largest settlement is Canton-Harmony, which has six church districts. The smallest
settlements have only one district. These communities range from five to 150 families.

Many Amish families listed in the directory moved to Minnesota from Wisconsin; however,
families also came from Michigan, Canada, and Ohio. The Minnesota Amish communities include
some of the younger Amish settlements in the U.S., with the newest communities being established
as recently as 2019 and 2017. Canton-Harmony is the largest settlement in Minnesota and was
founded by Amish families from the Swartzentruber community in Wayne County, Ohio (Wesner,
2024). The Long Prairie community also has ties to the Swartzentruber Amish groups. Scott (2009)
notes that some Minnesota groups are directly related to Conservative Old Order groups
from Medford, Wisconsin; Buchanan County, lowa; and other Midwest Conservative groups.
A few groups are connected to the settlement in Elkhart-LaGrange, Indiana (Scott, 2009;
Wesner, 2024). Overall, the Minnesota directory primarily features conservative Amish groups.

The directories list information about the head of household, their spouse, and their children.
In most cases, the head of household is male; however, unmarried women who live alone (or with
other unmarried people) are sometimes listed as the head of household. A birth date and a marriage
date are recorded for each head of household and spouse. The death date is recorded for deceased
spouses. If the surviving spouse remarried, the second spouse’s marriage date, birthdate, and any
previous marriage details are included. Children are listed under their parents, with distinctions
between those born in the first or second marriage. We calculated ages at the time of the spouse’s
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death and remarriage using birth and death dates. Children's birthdates are also recorded, allowing
us to determine their ages at the time of spouse deaths and remarriages. We analyzed remarriage
patterns and family formation among men and women in the Daviess-Martin and Minnesota
communities.

Results

The data from both directories clearly show the Amish communities' focus on families and the
importance of having children within marriages. Most individuals in the Daviess-Martin (hereafter,
Daviess) and Minnesota communities are listed with a spouse. Table 1 presents marital status
categories, including first, second, and third marriages, as well as those who have never married.
There are 1,138 men listed with first marriages in the Daviess directory and 801 men in the
Minnesota communities. These represent over 97% of the marital status categories. The numbers
are similar for women: 1,139 in Daviess and 811 in Minnesota are listed as in their first marriage,
accounting for over 95% of the marital status categories. About 1% of men are listed as never
married in Daviess (.35%) and Minnesota (1.33%). Slightly more women are listed as single—
2.95% in Daviess and 2.4% in Minnesota—yet these figures still reflect a small number of people
who have never married. The proportion of people with second or third marriages is small, under
2% across both directories.

Table 1. Number of Marriages

Daviess Minnesota
N % N %
Men
Never married 4 0.35 11 1.33
1st marriage 1,138 98.44 801 96.97
274 marriage 14 1.21 13 1.57
3" marriage - - 1 0.12
Total 1,156 826
Women
Never married 35 2.95 20 2.40
1st marriage 1,139 95.96 811 97.13
2" marriage 13 1.10 4 0.48
Total 1,187 835

We examined cases where spouses died, creating opportunities for a second marriage. Table 2
shows remarriage patterns for men and women after the loss of a spouse. In the Daviess directory,
there were 75 spouse deaths, including 26 wives who predeceased their husbands and 49 husbands
who died before their wives. The Minnesota communities had fewer recorded deaths: 21 wives
died before their husbands, and 23 husbands predeceased their wives. Nearly 54% of surviving
husbands in Daviess remarried, compared to over 66% in Minnesota. The Minnesota remarriage
category includes one man who married for the third time. Surviving wives were less likely to
remarry; just over 26% of the Daviess widows remarried, while under 18% of the widows in
Minnesota did.
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Table 2 presents the average age of the surviving spouse at the time of their partner's death and
the age range. The average age of surviving spouses, both men and women, is similar in both
communities. However, widowers tend to be older than widows when their spouse passes away.
In the Daviess and Minnesota communities, the average age of surviving husbands who remarried
is about 51 years. Wives in both communities who remarried were approximately 37 years old
when their spouses died. Those whose spouses died and did not remarry were slightly older,
regardless of sex or community. Men in Daviess who did not remarry averaged 70 years old, while
surviving husbands in Minnesota who did not remarry averaged 67 years old. Wives who did not
remarry averaged 66 years in Daviess and 61 years in Minnesota. Clear age trends exist in
remarriage for both men and women across both communities. However, the two-decade
difference in average age between women who remarried and those who did not is notable.

Table 2. Remarriage Patterns after Spouse Death

Daviess Minnesota
Average Age at Average Age at
N (%) Spouse Death N (%) Spouse Death
(min-max) (min-max)
Men
. 51.4 51.8
Remarried 14 (53.8) (29.3-68.6) 14 (66.7) (22.8-73.8)
Not Remarried 12 (46.2) (7507'39-87 9) 7 (33.3) ?47;9_93 1)
Total Spouse Deaths 26 (100.0) 21 (100.0)
Women
. 371 37.8
Remarried 13 (26.5) (23.2-56.2) 4 (17.4) (27.0-42.7)
Not Remarried 36 (73.5) ?4?62-81 9) 19 (82.6) ?201".12_91 9)
Total Spouse Deaths 49 (100.0) 23 (100.0)

Table 3 shows data on the average number of years between a spouse's death and the surviving
spouse’s second marriage, and whether the surviving spouse had children aged 13 or younger.
Having young children at home suggests a need for a two-parent household. We considered
whether a person had children aged 13 or younger living at home, since these children are of school
age and need supervision and care. Among Amish communities, children attend school through
8" grade, around age 13. After that, they are likely to help on the farm or start working outside the
home (Kraybill et al., 2013). Of the 26 Daviess men whose spouse died, seven had children aged
13 or younger. All seven (100%) of these men remarried. About 63% of the Daviess women with
young children were remarried. Notably, about 37% of the Daviess men with older children
remarried, compared with only 16% of the Daviess women with older children.
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Table 3. Average Time to Remarriage and School-aged Children in the Home

Daviess Minnesota
Have children aged <= 13 Have children aged <= 13
Yes Years to No Yearsto Yes Yearsto No Yearsto
(n) Remarriage (n) Remarriage (n) Remarriage (n) Remarriage
Men
Remarried 7 4.25 7 3.67 5 0.88 8 1.86
Not Remarried 0 12 2
Total 7 19 7 13
Women
Remarried 7 1.11 6 13.01 3 6.25 1 10.74
Not Remarried 4 32 3 16
Total 11 38 6 17

Most men with school-aged children in the Minnesota communities were also remarried. Of
the 21 men whose spouses died, seven had children aged 13 or younger. Five of these seven men
(71.4%) remarried. In contrast, 50% of Minnesota women with young children were remarried.
Nearly 62% of Minnesota men with older children remarried, compared to only 6% of women
with older children (see Table 3).

The time to remarry differs between men and women and varies across communities (see Table
3). On average, men in the Daviess communities remarry about four years after losing their spouse,
regardless of whether they have young children. Men with older children tend to remarry slightly
sooner. In Minnesota, the time frame for widowers to remarry is generally much shorter. Men with
school-aged children tend to remarry in less than a year after their spouse's death, while those with
older children usually remarry in just under two years. The gap between losing a spouse and
remarrying stays fairly consistent for men regardless of whether they have school-aged children;
however, Minnesota widowers tend to remarry sooner on average compared to Daviess men.

Widows with school-aged children in Daviess experienced a short gap between their spouses’
deaths and remarriage, averaging 1.11 years. The remarriage period was longer for Minnesota
women with young children, at 6.25 years. Women with older children remarried notably later,
averaging 13 years after their spouse's death for Daviess widows and 11 years for widows in
Minnesota (see Table 3).

Table 4 presents the average number of children men and women brought into their second
marriages, by marriage type. Both men and women in their second marriages brought an average
of five or more children across both communities. In the Daviess community, widowers had an
average of seven children, while widows had an average of five. The average number of children
is slightly higher for those in second marriages in Minnesota communities. Widowers, on average,
brought nearly 10 children, and widows brought an average of seven children into their second
marriages.
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Table 4. Blended Families and Average Number of Children in First Marriage
Average Number of Children

Daviess MN
Men Women Men Women
Marriage type
. 7.1 5 9.5 7
2nd marriage for both (n=10) (n=10) (n=4) (n=4)
. 9.25 .25 8 0
2nd marriage for husband (n=4) (n=4) (n=9) (n=9)
. : 0 3
2nd marriage for wife (n=3) (n=3) 0 0

Widowers who married a never-married spouse brought an average of nine children to the
union in the Daviess community and eight children in Minnesota communities. One woman in the
Daviess community had a child before marriage, which increased the average number of children
for first-time wives to 0.25. Otherwise, all single women across both communities were childless
when they married. Daviess women in their second marriages who married first-time spouses
brought an average of three children to the marriage. No widows in the Minnesota communities
married a never-married spouse.

Table 5 shows the average age at second marriage, whether the wife was older or younger than
45, and if children were born from the second marriage. The average age of men at second marriage
is in the early to mid-50s across communities, when it is the husband's second marriage and when
both spouses are remarried. Wives show similar patterns across communities. The average age of
first-time wives married to widowers is in the early 40s, while widows are, on average, in their
mid to late 40s when married to widowers. In the Daviess community, widows who marry first-
time spouses are, on average, in their early 30s, as are the men they marry.

There were 11 women from Daviess and five women from Minnesota under 45 at the time of
remarriage. Of the 11 women of childbearing age in Daviess, almost 64% had children in their
second marriage. In the Minnesota community, all women of childbearing age had children in their
second marriage. Although there are variations in age and the number of additional children across
different marriage types, the average number of children born to first-time wives in second
marriages is consistently higher—four children in Daviess and six in Minnesota—compared to
marriages between widowers and widows, which average fewer than one child in both
communities. All three Daviess widows who married first-time spouses were under 45, and two
of the women had children in their second marriages.
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Table 5. Spouse Ages and Children in Second Marriage by Marriage Type

. Wife’s age at 2" Children in 2@ Avg #
Avg age at marriage . . .
marriage marriage of kids
Marriage type Men Women <45 >=45 Yes No
Daviess
2nd marriage for both 56.8 49.3 5 5 3 7 0.80
2nd marriage for husband 51.8 41.9 3 1 2 2 4.00
2nd marriage for wife 31.2 32.3 3 0 2 1 2.67
Total 11 6 7 10
Minnesota
2nd marriage for both 54.9 451 1 3 1 3 0.50
2nd marriage for husband 54.7 42.4 4 5 4 5 6.22
Total 5 8 5 8
Discussion

Most Amish people across communities marry at least once, and many of these unions produce
children (Kraybill et al., 2013). There are no instances of divorce in either the Daviess community
or any of the communities in Minnesota. The main difference between Amish and mainstream
U.S. remarriage patterns is that all Amish individuals who remarried did so after their spouse's
death. However, we note some similarities in gender patterns across Amish communities and
mainstream society. Over half of the men whose spouses died in Amish communities remarried,
while a smaller percentage of widows remarried, and remarriage among women was least common
in the Minnesota communities. These patterns mirror those in the mainstream, where men are more
likely than women to remarry (Livingston et al., 2014; Westrick-Payne, 2023).

The gendered patterns of remarriage are tied to the dynamics of the marriage market and reflect
the availability of suitable partners. When considering older adults, women tend to live longer than
men. As a result, women may have fewer remarriage opportunities than men (Westrick-Payne,
2023). This lack of opportunity can be even more pronounced in the Amish community, where
traditionally minded women are likely to seek a husband older than themselves. Research
consistently shows more women than men in the Amish community, especially in older age cohorts
(Colyer et al., 2022; Donnermeyer, 2023a, 2023b).

The finding that widowers are more likely than widows to remarry is also supported by
research on Amish communities (Beachy, 2021; Johnson-Weiner, 2020). However, unlike Smith’s
(1960) findings that 99% of widowers in the Lancaster area remarried (Donnermeyer, 2025), only
about half of the widowers in Daviess and roughly two-thirds in Minnesota remarried. While the
remarriage rates in these communities do not reach the extreme levels seen in Smith’s study, the
percentages of remarriages for both widowers and widows are consistently higher than those
reported by Beachy (2021) in his research using the Amish Mennonite and Lancaster directories.

The results suggest that remarriage patterns vary across communities. The Daviess and
Minnesota communities are generally more conservative than Beachy’s sample population. This
implies that remarriage could be particularly important in more conservative communities,
possibly for family formation or companion marriages. In a companion marriage, the widower
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marries a widow or a single woman of a similar age to maintain the household. Although
procreation is not the main goal, the new spouse is expected to assume the roles of mother and
caretaker within the family (Johnson-Weiner, 2020; Stavisky, 2022). The primary purpose of a
family formation marriage is to have children (Johnson-Weiner, 2020).

To better understand remarriage patterns, we examine the age of widows and widowers at the
time of their spouse's death and at remarriage. The age difference between those who remarried
and those who did not indicates that younger men and women may remarry to have more children
or to maintain a two-person household to care for the children at home (Johnson-Weiner, 2020).
Older people who did not remarry are more likely to have adult children living outside the home.

The pattern of older people not remarrying also aligns with broader statistics for the U.S.
population (Westrick-Payne, 2023). Similar to gendered patterns of remarriage, age patterns of
remarriage reflect the marriage market and the availability of potential partners. Older widows
generally have fewer prospects than widowers, as women tend to live longer than men (Wu &
Hart, 2002). Moreover, studies show that the likelihood of remarriage drops for older adults and
can be linked to declining health and mobility (Brown & Wright, 2017). Within the Amish
community, this may also be tied to procreation and child rearing, emphasizing a greater need for
younger adults to remarry (Beachy, 2021).

Beachy (2021) suggests that the number of children might be an important factor in remarriage
patterns; however, we note that the presence of school-aged children could be more indicative of
companion marriages where a widower’s goal in remarriage is to find a woman to help care for
the children and assume household responsibilities (Johnson-Weiner, 2020; Stavisky, 2022). We
find that, in most cases, widowers tend to remarry sooner after their spouse’s death than widows
do. This trend persists regardless of whether school-aged children are in the home. While caring
for children might be a key concern in some remarriages, women are also responsible for
maintaining the household and managing daily chores, including caring for their husbands
(Stavisky, 2022).

On average, widowers remarried in less than four years after their spouse's death, with an even
shorter time of less than two years for widowers in the Minnesota community. Notably, the four-
year average for remarriage also aligns with mainstream U.S. patterns (Santos et al., 2024).
Widowers with young children in Minnesota remarried, on average, in less than a year after their
spouse's passing. The relatively quick remarriages may reflect caregiving needs within large
families in Minnesota and a focus on procreation and family formation marriages in more
conservative groups (Hurst & McConnell, 2010; Johnson-Weiner, 2020; Troyer, 2022).

Remarriage patterns for widows differ from those of widowers. Generally, widows without
young children at home tend to remarry more than ten years after their spouse's death. In Minnesota
communities, widows with young children also waited over six years before remarrying. Daviess
widows with young children showed patterns closer to remarried men, with an average remarriage
time of just over one year. These differences highlight distinct gender roles within the Amish
community. Widows typically rely on family support after losing a spouse, while widowers are
more likely to find a new wife (Johnson-Weiner, 2020). Courting among widowers seeking help
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with household responsibilities and childcare is generally accepted, while women usually do not
initiate courtship (Kraybill et al., 2013; Stevick, 2014).

In line with Beachy’s (2021) research, we examine the number of children widowers and
widows bring to their second marriages; however, we focus on children within the context of
blended families. The composition of blended families can provide insight into companion
marriages designed to maintain the household (Johnson-Weiner, 2020). Previous research suggests
that widowers who remarry are more likely to marry women without children (Beachy, 2021;
Johnson-Weiner, 2020). It may be perceived that women without their own children can more
easily take on household responsibilities, or that a younger, never-married woman is seen as ideal
for family formation marriages (Johnson-Weiner, 2020). Some support for these ideas exists in
Minnesota communities, where most widowers married single women. Less support is found in
the Daviess community, where widowers were more likely to marry widows. Of note, both Daviess
and Minnesota widowers brought many children into their second marriages. These findings
provide some evidence for companion marriages, in which widowers marry women to take on
household duties, including raising children (Johnson-Weiner, 2020).

Family formation marriages identify procreation as the main reason for remarriage. It might
be assumed to be a family formation marriage if a widower marries a woman of childbearing age,
but patterns vary across the Daviess and Minnesota communities. Children were born in all
remarriages in the Minnesota community where wives were younger than 45. Of note, most cases
where children were born in the second marriage involved widowers who married single women.
The patterns highlight the importance placed on family and having children within conservative
groups (Hurst & McConnell, 2010; Kraybill et al., 2013; Troyer, 2022). Studies suggest that large
Amish families are encouraged by Biblical principles, as children are viewed as a gift from God
(Kraybill et al., 2013). However, not all remarriages reflect family formation patterns. While over
half of the remarriages in the Daviess community involved women under 45, not all of these unions
produced children. Additionally, most remarriages in the Minnesota community involved women
over 45. Although these women are beyond childbearing age, their marriages may still involve
ongoing childcare at home, underscoring the importance of companionship marriage (Johnson-
Weiner, 2020).

Limitations

The current study has several limitations. First, we classified people as never married if they were
listed as the head of household in the directories. As a result, we did not include never-married
individuals living in their parents’ households. Second, we recognize that some church districts in
the Minnesota directory are more or less conservative; however, we do not account for these
differences in the current study, partly because of the small number of remarriages after spousal
deaths. To make comparisons, we broadly classified both groups. Finally, the small number of
remarriages within the Amish community limits our ability to identify larger patterns. Researchers
would benefit from examining directories across multiple settlements to better understand and
explore remarriage patterns.
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Conclusions

Despite these limitations, the current study makes an important contribution to the literature on
Amish family life and remarriage. The findings also situate the Amish within the broader social
context that reflects gendered patterns of remarriage, with widowers being more likely to remarry
than widows. Remarriage among the Amish remains an understudied topic, and this study is among
the few to systematically compare patterns across Amish groups. The findings show clear
differences between the Daviess and Minnesota communities, suggesting that cultural and
religious affiliation shape how individuals value companionship and family formation marriages
after losing a spouse (Johnson-Weiner, 2020). These differences may stem from varying levels of
cultural and religious conservatism, as well as different expectations associated with traditional
gender roles. While the results emphasize pronounced gender differences, with widowers more
likely than widows to remarry, the remarriage rates differ from those in previous studies of other
Amish communities (Beachy, 2021). These findings point to significant variation in how Amish
families are re-formed after the death of a spouse and point to a need for further research on how
gender and group affiliation shape family formation for Amish widows and widowers.
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	 Amish groups are generally classified as natural fertility groups (Greksa, 2021; Troyer, 2022) and rarely use birth control (Ericksen et al., 1979; Greksa, 2002; Hewner, 1998; Hurd, 2011). Recent research indicates that, although birth control has become more common in some Amish communities over the past few decades (Greksa, 2021), conservative groups are unlikely to use such methods to limit family size (Kraybill et al., 2013; Troyer, 2022). Large families are typical, and child-rearing is seen as a shared responsibility, although women usually oversee the daily care  of young children (Hurst & McConnell, 2010; Nolt, 2016). Reproductive expectations are most prominent among conservative groups (Hurst & McConnell, 2010; Kraybill et al., 2013; Troyer, 2022). Troyer (2022) notes that the most conservative Amish groups, including those in the Swartzentruber affiliations, have the highest fertility rates. In his study of the Elkhart-LaGrange settlement, Meyers (2022) also finds that more conservative groups tend to have larger families.
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	 Courtship among the Amish often begins subtly, with young people meeting at Sunday evening singings, and progresses through private, family-centered interactions (Kraybill et al., 2013; Stavisky, 2022). Stevick (2014) notes that teens often feel excited about the idea of courtship, even while feeling pressure to join the church and get married. Kraybill et al. (2013) state that males always lead courtship practices (Kraybill, 2001; Stevick, 2014). Engagements remain discreet until they are officially announced in church, reflecting the community’s value of humility and restraint (Johnson-Weiner, 2020).  
	 Overall, marriage is considered a sacred covenant among the Amish, and family life is organized to uphold community values and gender roles. Men are expected to serve as spiritual leaders in the home, guiding family prayer and worship. Women are viewed as nurturers who support their husbands and raise children according to Amish teachings (Johnson-Weiner, 2020). Kraybill et al. (2013) note that while outsiders might see marriages through the lens of strict patriarchy, Amish people are more likely to see marriage as a partnership based on Biblical principles. Once married, couples assume their respective roles with clear expectations about their duties. Marriage marks the formation of the family, where children born to the couple will carry on the next generation of the Amish community (Stevick, 2014). Most married couples have their first child within the first two years of marriage (Donnermeyer, 2023a, 2023b; Hurd, 2011), consistent with the belief that parenting is a God-given task (Johnson-Weiner, 2020).  
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	Remarriage Patterns 
	 While childcare and procreation may influence remarriage, Beachy (2021) and Seifter et al. (2014) emphasize the social support available to the bereaved spouse after death. These researchers note that the deceased spouse provided support that children or other family members cannot replicate. Therefore, finding support from another adult partner can be important for the surviving spouse. The typical mourning period for a bereaved Amish spouse is one year (Johnson-Weiner, 2020); however, the number of children in the home can influence remarriage patterns. Beachy (2021) finds that surviving spouses with more children tend to remarry sooner.  
	 Despite Beachy’s (2021) important contributions, research on remarriage patterns among the Amish remains limited. Beachy (2021) focuses on the Old Order Amish in Lancaster and Amish Mennonite groups. The study contributes to understanding remarriage patterns, particularly when compared with Smith’s classic 1960 study of the Lancaster Amish (Donnermeyer, 2025). However, neither of these studies considers remarriage in more conservative Amish groups. In her study of remarriage patterns, Johnson-Weiner (2020) reports on conservative Amish groups in New York; however, the research employs a qualitative approach. In a quantitative analysis of bereavement effects and remarriage, Seifter et al. (2014) include over 10,000 Amish couples but do not distinguish between affiliations across Amish who live in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana. The current research adds to the literature by quantitatively examining remarriage patterns in two traditionally conservative Amish groups.  
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	The focus on families and having children suggests that remarriage patterns might be influenced by pressures to raise and continue having children. Widower remarriages usually fall into two categories: companion marriages, in which the second wife is about the same age as the husband and helps manage the household, or family formation marriages, where the second wife is younger than the husband, and the aim is to start or continue having children (Johnson-Weiner, 2020). The  expectations for men and women, however, differ. While widowers are more likely to remarry for childcare or reproduction, widows often move back in with their parents or other relatives for social support (Johnson-Weiner, 2020).  
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	Data and Methods 
	 Many of the settlements listed in the Minnesota Amish Directory are affiliated with conservative groups. The directory includes 22 settlements, each with an average of four church districts. The largest settlement is Canton-Harmony, which has six church districts. The smallest settlements have only one district. These communities range from five to 150 families.  
	 Many Amish families listed in the directory moved to Minnesota from Wisconsin; however, families also came from Michigan, Canada, and Ohio. The Minnesota Amish communities include some of the younger Amish settlements in the U.S., with the newest communities being established as recently as 2019 and 2017. Canton-Harmony is the largest settlement in Minnesota and was founded by Amish families from the Swartzentruber community in Wayne County, Ohio (Wesner, 2024). The Long Prairie community also has ties to the Swartzentruber Amish groups. Scott (2009) notes that some Minnesota groups are directly related to Conservative Old Order groups from Medford, Wisconsin, Buchanan County, Iowa, and other Midwest Conservative groups. A few groups are connected to the settlement in Elkhart-LaGrange, Indiana (Scott, 2009; Wesner, 2024). Overall, the Minnesota directory primarily features conservative Amish groups. 
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	We used family records from two Amish directories, the 2019 Daviess-Martin County Directory  and the 2022 Minnesota Amish Directory, to examine remarriage patterns. The families listed in these directories come from conservative groups characterized by large families. These groups practice strict shunning when an individual is excommunicated and are conservative in their dress and use of technology (Meyers, 2022; Scott, 2009). The Daviess-Martin directory provides details about families living in 28 church districts, most of which are large, with over 30 families each.  
	 Many of the settlements listed in the Minnesota Amish Directory are affiliated with conservative groups. The directory includes 22 settlements, each with an average of four church districts. The largest settlement is Canton-Harmony, which has six church districts. The smallest settlements have only one district. These communities range from five to 150 families.  
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	 Table 2 presents the average age of the surviving spouse at the time of their partner's death and the age range. The average age of surviving spouses, both men and women, is similar in both communities. However, widowers tend to be older than widows when their spouse passes away. In the Daviess and Minnesota communities, the average age of surviving husbands who remarried is about 51 years. Wives in both communities who remarried were approximately 37 years old when their spouses died. Those whose spouses died and did not remarry were slightly older, regardless of sex or community. Men in Daviess who did not remarry averaged 70 years old, while surviving husbands in Minnesota who did not remarry averaged 67 years old. Wives who did not remarry averaged 66 years in Daviess and 61 years in Minnesota. Clear age trends exist in remarriage for both men and women across both communities. However, the two-decade difference in average age between women who remarried and those who did not is notable.  
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	marries a widow or a single woman of a similar age to maintain the household. Although procreation is not the main goal, the new spouse is expected to assume the roles of mother and caretaker within the family (Johnson-Weiner, 2020; Stavisky, 2022). The primary purpose of a family formation marriage is to have children (Johnson-Weiner, 2020).  
	 Beachy (2021) suggests that the number of children might be an important factor in remarriage patterns; however, we note that the presence of school-aged children could be more indicative of companion marriages where a widower’s goal in remarriage is to find a woman to help care for the children and assume household responsibilities (Johnson-Weiner, 2020; Stavisky, 2022). We find that, in most cases, widowers tend to remarry sooner after their spouse’s death than widows do. This trend persists regardless of whether school-aged children are in the home. While caring for children might be a key concern in some remarriages, women are also responsible for maintaining the household and managing daily chores, including caring for their husbands (Stavisky, 2022).  
	 On average, widowers remarried in less than four years after their spouse's death, with an even shorter time of less than two years for widowers in the Minnesota community. Notably, the four-year average for remarriage also aligns with mainstream U.S. patterns (Santos et al., 2024). Widowers with young children in Minnesota remarried, on average, in less than a year after their spouse's passing. The relatively quick remarriages may reflect caregiving needs within large families in Minnesota and a focus on procreation and family formation marriages in more conservative groups (Hurst & McConnell, 2010; Johnson-Weiner, 2020; Troyer, 2022).  
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	 To better understand remarriage patterns, we examine the age of widows and widowers at the time of their spouse's death and at remarriage. The age difference between those who remarried and those who did not indicates that younger men and women may remarry to have more children or to maintain a two-person household to care for the children at home (Johnson-Weiner, 2020). Older people who did not remarry are more likely to have adult children living outside the home.  
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	with household responsibilities and childcare is generally accepted, while women usually do not initiate courtship (Kraybill et al., 2013; Stevick, 2014).  
	Limitations 
	The current study has several limitations. First, we classified people as never married if they were listed as the head of household in the directories. As a result, we did not include never-married individuals living in their parents’ households. Second, we recognize that some church districts in the Minnesota directory are more or less conservative; however, we do not account for these differences in the current study, partly because of the small number of remarriages after spousal deaths. To make comparisons, we broadly classified both groups. Finally, the small number of remarriages within the Amish community limits our ability to identify larger patterns. Researchers would benefit from examining directories across multiple settlements to better understand and explore remarriage patterns.
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	 In line with Beachy’s (2021) research, we examine the number of children widowers and widows bring to their second marriages; however, we focus on children within the context of blended families. The composition of blended families can provide insight into companion marriages designed to maintain the household (Johnson-Weiner, 2020). Previous research suggests that widowers who remarry are more likely to marry women without children (Beachy, 2021; Johnson-Weiner, 2020). It may be perceived that women without their own children can more easily take on household responsibilities, or that a younger, never-married woman is seen as ideal for family formation marriages (Johnson-Weiner, 2020). Some support for these ideas exists in Minnesota communities, where most widowers married single women. Less support is found in the Daviess community, where widowers were more likely to marry widows. Of note, both Daviess and Minnesota widowers brought many children into their second marriages. These findings provide some evidence for companion marriages, in which widowers marry women to take on household duties, including raising children (Johnson-Weiner, 2020).  
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	Conclusions 
	Despite these limitations, the current study makes an important contribution to the literature on Amish family life and remarriage. The findings also situate the Amish within the broader social context that reflects gendered patterns of remarriage, with widowers being more likely to remarry than widows. Remarriage among the Amish remains an understudied topic, and this study is among the few to systematically compare patterns across Amish groups. The findings show clear differences between the Daviess and Minnesota communities, suggesting that cultural and religious affiliation shape how individuals value companionship and family formation marriages after losing a spouse (Johnson-Weiner, 2020). These differences may stem from varying levels of cultural and religious conservatism, as well as different expectations associated with traditional gender roles. While the results emphasize pronounced gender differences, with widowers more likely than widows to remarry, the remarriage rates differ from those in previous studies of other Amish communities (Beachy, 2021). These findings point to significant variation in how Amish families are re-formed after the death of a spouse and point to a need for further research on how gender and group affiliation shape family formation for Amish widows and widowers.  
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