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The Bruderhof migrated from England to Paraguay in 1941. In this photo, they are traveling by riverboat
on the Paraguay River on their way to Primavera, Paraguay. (Photo courtesy of Bruderhof Historical Archive, Walden, NY)

VOLUME 6
ISSUE 1
2025



THE JOURNAL OF
PLAIN ANABAPTIST COMMUNITIES

Coeditors

Joseph F. Donnermeyer, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, United States
Steven M. Nolt, Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies, Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown,
PA, United States

Managing Editor

Cynthia L. Nolt, Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies, Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown,
PA, United States

Editorial Board

Gabriel Arsencault, Université de Moncton, Moncton, NB, Canada

Edsel Burdge Jr., Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies, Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown,
PA, United States

Corey J. Colyer, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV, United States

Katie E. Corcoran, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV, United States

John A. Cross, University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, Oshkosh, WI, United States

Mark Dewalt, Winthrop University, Rock Hill, SC, United States

Rose A. Fisher, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, United States

Adam Hershberger, Ohio Amish Library, Millersburg, OH, United States

Donald B. Kraybill, Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies, Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown,
PA, United States

Mark L. Louden, University of Wisconsin—Madison, Madison, WI, United States

Martin Lutz, Bielefeld University, Bielefeld, Germany

Gerald Mast, Bluffton University, Bluffton, OH, United States

Rachel E. Stein, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV, United States

Melissa Thomas, Center for Appalachia Research in Cancer Education (CARE) and Project Hoffnung,
Columbus, OH, United States

Susan Trollinger, University of Dayton, Dayton, OH, United States

Tony Walsh, Maynooth University, County Kildare, Ireland

Chris Wittstruck, Esq., New Hyde Park, NY, United States

Marcus A. Yoder, Amish & Mennonite Heritage Center/Ohio Amish Library, Millersburg, OH, United States

Focus and Scope

The Journal of Plain Anabaptist Communities (JPAC) is a peer-reviewed journal dedicated to publishing both
empirical and theoretical work related to Plain Anabaptist communities, including, among others, the Amish,
conservative Mennonites, Amish-Mennonites, Apostolic Christians, Brethren, Bruderhof, and Hutterites.
JPAC articles may include emerging issues associated with Plain Anabaptist communities, diverse theoretical
perspectives, and methodological approaches to the study of Plain Anabaptist groups, and significant research
findings about Plain Anabaptist populations. JPAC is a jointly sponsored journal of the Young Center for
Anabaptist and Pietist Studies, Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, the Amish & Mennonite
Information Center, Berlin, Ohio, and the Ohio State University Libraries.



JPAC’s predecessor at OSU was the Journal of Amish and Plain Anabaptist Studies (JAPAS). Articles
from volumes 1-6 of JAPAS can still be accessed, free of charge, in the Knowledge Bank of the OSU Libraries:
https://kb.osu.edu/handle/1811/54888.

Content

JPAC publishes full-length articles focused on theory and research about Plain Anabaptist communities,
generally in the range of 6,000—-12,000 words inclusive of references, tables, figures, and appendices. Shorter-
length articles of 3,000—6,000 words are generally narrower in focus or report preliminary research findings
and emergent theoretical discussions about Plain Anabaptist communities. Reviews of a single book or
scholarly work are 1,000-3,000 words in length. Reviews of multiple works range between 3,000-7,000
words. Other forms of scholarship also may be published in the Journal of Plain Anabaptist Communities.
However, authors should consult with the editors in advance to ascertain the appropriateness of a submission
other than an article or a review.

Publication

JPAC is a biannual publication, and all content is published under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International license, unless other indicated. Manuscripts may be
submitted in one of two citation styles: Chicago Manual of Style (18th edition) or American Psychological
Association (APA) style (7th edition). Prospective authors and readers can register for JPAC and access author
guidelines and additional information about the journal at https://plainanabaptistjournal.org.
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