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With this issue of the Journal of Plain Anabaptist Communities, we recognize and thank
Cynthia L. Nolt for her vital role in helping bring JPAC into existence six years ago. Her
careful copyediting polished a dozen issues of the journal, including preliminary work with the
contents of this one. We wish Cynthia all the best as she begins her well-earned retirement after
twenty-two years at the Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietists Studies, where she advanced the
Center’s work in many ways, stretching well beyond the journal.

And we welcome Abigail Henson as JPAC’s new managing editor. Abby skillfully brought this
issue to publication, along with the ever-helpful staftf at The Ohio State University Libraries.
Welcome, Abby!

JPAC continues to feature relevant, multi-disciplinary scholarship on Plain Communities in all
their variety. This issue includes two studies that extensively use Amish settlement directory data
to address questions of demography and family formation, and two articles that examine public
health concerns.

The issue begins with a demographic profile of the Greater Holmes County Amish settlement,
the second-largest Amish community anywhere. Coauthors Joseph Donnermeyer, a professor
emeritus at The Ohio State University, and Henry Troyer, a retired professor of anatomy and
physiology who was raised in a Holmes County Amish family, used the 2020 and 2025 Holmes
County settlement directories, along with other sources, to provide data on a wide range of
population characteristics, including fertility, twinning, and the ages and occupations of ordained
church leaders. The article illustrates both the rich array of information available in settlement
directories and the divergent patterns and common demographic themes within a single Amish
community.

Remarriage and its implications among the Amish is the focus of a study by West Virginia
University sociologist Rachel Stein and WVU students Lauren Clark and Carina Perrone. They
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also analyzed data from settlement directories, in this case, ones from Indiana and Minnesota. The
research team investigated the likelihood of remarriage and the formation of blended families,
among other things. The data reveal both commonalities and differences, and underscore family
formation and companionship marriages as important values in Amish society.

Allison West, Kimberly Link, and Susan Jones, from the Department of Public Health and the
School of Nursing and Allied Health at Western Kentucky University, explore pediatric healthcare
beliefs, practices, and perceived barriers among the so-called Noah Hoover Old Order Mennonites
in southcentral Kentucky. The results underscore the need for culturally responsive pediatric care,
and the researchers demonstrated this kind of care by engaging thoughtfully with the Noah Hoover
Mennonites, a Plain group that has received little attention from professionals.

A different sort of public health challenge is posed by adolescent alcohol and drug abuse. Plain
Community teens are not immune to such problems, but since they typically experience a different
trajectory into substance use than mainstream adolescents, strategies for effective response, from
treatment to prevention, need to account for those distinctive cultural contours. Three Indiana-
based counselors, James Cates, Chris Weber, and William Sunderland, analyzed data from
questionnaires completed from 2009 to 2019 by Amish youth arrested for possession or use of
alcohol or other drugs, comparing the results with data from non-Amish teens who completed the
same survey. A companion article, which will appear in the next issue of JPAC, will address other
variables to predict and address substance use.

Finally, we include three book reviews, all written by Plain community members. The books
themselves explain or reflect on the theological beliefs and church practices of Amish, Hutterites,
and Old Order Mennonites.
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